ALABAMA RRCA STATE REP NEWSLETTER 
December 2011
RRCA CLUB MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DEADLINE IS FRIDAY!
Hopefully, all Alabama RRCA clubs have renewed membership by now, because time is running out to maintain uninterrupted membership. Renewal deadline is FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30! Keep in mind, memberships are on a calendar year basis and clubs are not insured until dues are paid. Annual membership in the RRCA, including insurance coverage, begins on December 31st at 12:00 a.m. Address any membership questions and/or concerns to membership@rrca.org, or call the RRCA National Office at 703-525-3890.
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2013 RRCA NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP BID DEADLINE IS APPROACHING
Meanwhile, the bid deadline for 2013 RRCA National Championships is January 31, 2012. Distances up for bid are 5K, 10K, 10 Mile, Half Marathon, Marathon, Ultra, and Cross Country. Bids for National events are awarded one year in advance for marketing purposes. There is a $250 marketing fee for each race selected as an RRCA National Championship event. These fees assist with RRCA promotion of the National Championship Event series. Only events that have previously served as an RRCA Southern Region Championship are eligible. The online RRCA Championship Bid Form found at this link: http://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?hl=en&formkey=dDEwVGFZUW81cld3UGZJNzdOdW9pNFE6MA. 

2011 ALABAMA RRCA CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON CONCLUDES IN NOVEMBER
Pinhoti 100, the RRCA Southern Region Ultra Championship hosted by Anniston Runners Club November 5 in Sylacauga, attracted 66 participants. The winner was Karl Meltzer all the way from Sandy, Utah. Kaiser Realty Coastal Half Marathon, the Alabama RRCA Half Marathon State Championship hosted by Team Magic November 26 in Orange Beach, drew 336 entrants. The winner was Ron Philley.
2012 ALABAMA RRCA CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON KICKS OFF IN HOMEWOOD

Red Nose Run 10 Mile Run kicks off the 2012 Alabama RRCA Championship season next month. The Alabama RRCA 10 Mile State Championship is January 7 in Homewood (a Birmingham suburb). Championship Racing is hosting the event at Rosewood Hall, Soho Square, with proceeds going to Ronald McDonald House Charities of Alabama. For more information: http://rednoserun-bham.com/. 


WANTED: MORE ALABAMA RRCA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP BIDS!
A disappointing total of only five bids have been received, so far, for Alabama RRCA State Championships! Out of those, besides Red Nose Run, I will be announcing championships for two (other) long distance races in the near future. So. . .that means a number of championship designations are still up for bid! Race directors of potential championships are encouraged to send in bids using that online RRCA Championship Bid Form, previously mentioned. And, this year, RRCA will provide, free of charge, eight RRCA State Championship-branded coasters for Overalls, Masters, Grandmasters, and Great Grandmasters!
TWO KIDS RUN THE NATION GRANTS AWARDED IN ALABAMA
Congratulations, to Allentown Elementary Running Club in Semmes, and Auburn Opelika Running and Track Association Children’s Half Marathon, recipients of 2011 RRCA Kids Run the Nation grants! Twenty-eight programs throughout the United States that collectively serve 30,000 youth will receive a total of $20,000 in grants, an increase compared to the $15,000 granted in 2010. Since 2007, the RRCA has provided over $50,000 in small grants to deserving youth running programs around the country through the Kids Run the Nation Fund. The Kids Run the Nation Fund is designed to provide needed resources to launch and support youth running programs around the country as an opportunity to address the on-going inactivity and obesity crisis facing today’s youth.
2012 RRCA CONVENTION, MEMPHIS, ABOUT THREE MONTHS AWAY!
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, and Christopher McDougall, author of Born to Run, are keynote speakers for the 54th Annual RRCA National Convention, Memphis, Tennessee, March 15-18. This is an ideal opportunity for Alabama runners to experience an RRCA National Convention without traveling very far. Hilton Memphis is host hotel with rooms only $99 per night. For full details:  http://www.rrcaconvention.org/. 
RRCA MISSION STATEMENT REVISED
The RRCA Board of Directors has revised the RRCA Mission Statement. According to the Board, the Mission Statement had accurately reflected what the RRCA does as a national organization. However, the Board believed the statement, as written, did not truly capture the scope and social value of the organization, and also did not reflect the RRCA’s membership diversity, and the organization’s important role in helping establish new running clubs and events around the country. The Board revised the Mission Statement as follows: The Road Runners Club of America is the oldest and largest national association of running clubs, running events, and runners dedicated to promoting running as a competitive sport and as healthy exercise. The mission of the RRCA is to promote the sport of running through the development and growth of running clubs and running events throughout the country. The RRCA supports the common interests of runners of all abilities during all stages of life by providing education and leadership opportunities along with programs and services that benefit all runners. 
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Ron Macksoud, Alabama RRCA State Representative

alabama@rrca.org or alarrcastaterep@charter.net; 
334-354-7867; RRCA Web Site: www.rrca.org 
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PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU ARE USING THE LATEST RRCA LOGOS! 






